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         At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors, Alleghany County, Virginia held on Wednesday, November 8, 2017

at 7:00 p.m. in the Alleghany County Governmental Complex, Covington, Virginia, thereof:

PRESENT: Stephen A. Bennett, Chairman
G. Matt Garten, Vice-Chairman
Suzanne T. Adcock
Shannon P. Cox
James M. Griffith
Cletus W. Nicely
Richard Lee Shull

and Jonathan A. Lanford, County Administrator
Jim Guynn, County Attorney 
Chad Williams, Director of Parks and Recreation
Ryan Muterspaugh, Director of Public Safety
Melissa A. Munsey, Deputy Clerk to the Board

CALL TO ORDER:

The Chairman called the regular meeting to order.   Rev. Dianne Quarles gave the invocation and the audience

remained standing for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Bennett stated that a Resolution of Respect for Mr. Bill Zimmerman is being added to the agenda at the end of New

Business.

MINUTES:

Hearing no corrections or deletions, the Chairman declared the following minutes approved as submitted: (1) a regular

meeting held on October 3, 2017.

PUBLIC HEARING AND APPROVAL - CONVEYANCE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY TO MR. PHILLIP BOWEN AND
ACCEPTANCE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY FROM MR. PHILLIP BOWEN:

Public Hearing was held to consider the conveyance by Alleghany County of a 25' wide by 290.13' long right-of-way

from the end of State maintenance of Piney Ridge Road to Mr. Phillip Bowen.  Also, consider the acceptance of a 25' wide by

290.13' long right-of-way from Mr. Phillip Bowen to the County adjacent to the abovementioned right-of-way to be conveyed.

The Chairman announced that this public hearing was advertised in the Virginian Review on Tuesday, October 31,

2017 in accordance with the Code of Virginia.  He then called the public hearing to order.

Mr. Lanford stated that the Board discussed Mr. Bowen’s request at the last meeting and he is present if the Board

has any questions.

Mr. Greg Vess, Vess Surveying, commented that participating in the conveyance and acceptance of the right-of-ways

is a win-win situation for both parties and he encouraged the Board to vote in favor of the request.

There being no one else who wished to speak, the Chairman declared the public hearing closed.

On motion of Mr. Nicely, seconded by Mr. Garten, that the Board waive its policy of not acting on a public hearing on

the same night.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Yes
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

 

On motion of Mr. Nicely, seconded by Mr. Garten, that the following resolution be adopted:
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors approve the conveyance of a 25' wide by 290.13'

long right-of-way from the end of State maintenance of Piney Ridge Road to Mr Phillip Bowen. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board accept a 25' wide by 290.13' long right-of-way from Mr. Phillip Bowen

to the County adjacent to the abovementioned right-of-way to be conveyed. 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Board authorize Mr. Jonathan A. Lanford, County Administrator, to sign

documents in relation to the conveyance and acceptance of the abovementioned right-of-ways.

The location of the right-of-ways to be conveyed and accepted are shown on a Right-of-Way Plat for Phillip M. Bowen and

County of Alleghany prepared by Gregory E. Vess dated October 10, 2017.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Yes
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

PUBLIC COMMENT (5 MINUTE TIME LIMIT):

Mr. Shull spoke regarding Deputy Chad Wickline’s all purpose patrol dog Czako and praised his service to the County

(narcotics, tracking, etc.).  He mentioned that Czako has been diagnosed with cancer and only has a couple weeks to live.  He

suggested that when he passes that the County do a plaque in his memory.

The Board agreed by consensus for Mr. Shull to work with Mr. Lanford on a plaque for Czako.

MS. SUSAN HAMMOND, VDOT RESIDENT ENGINEER - VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
UPDATE:

Ms. Susan Hammond, VDOT Resident Engineer, gave a report on the following VDOT activities:

Maintenance
- Continuing to prep snow equipment - both contractor and VDOT.
- Completed fall grading of gravel roads.
- Replaced three pipes on Route 721.
- Continued to patch with plant mix and skin patching.
- Made drainage and shoulder repairs County-wide from heavy rains.
- Responded to citizen concerns.

Construction
- Exit 21/Route 696 project on budget and on time.

Other
- Participated in County LEPC meeting.

Mr. Garten commented regarding slate and shale gathering and trees hanging on the highwall on Rt. 220 near Honda

Nissan especially with freeze/thaw weather coming.  He asked about the work to be done on a section of Indian Draft Road.

Ms. Hammond replied that the work is limited to Mr. Teddy Dressler’s side of the road.

RECOMMEND REAPPOINTMENT OF MR. RICHARD FRIDLEY TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:

Mr. Bennett stated that the term of Mr. Richard Calvin Fridley (Boiling Springs District) on the Board of Zoning Appeals

expires October 31, 2017.  Terms are for five years and Mr. Fridley is eligible to be recommended to the Circuit Court Judge

for reappointment.

On motion of Mrs. Cox, seconded by Mr. Garten, that the following resolution be adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors endorses the reappointment of Mr. Richard Calvin
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Fridley (Boiling Springs District), 2316 Kanawha Trail, Covington, VA 24426 to the Alleghany County Board of Zoning Appeals

for a term of five years retroactive to November 1, 2017 and ending October 31, 2022.

This resolution of endorsement is to be submitted to the Judge of the Circuit Court to make the appointment.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Yes
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

APPROVE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS REGARDING
COMPENSATION AND PERSONNEL POLICY COVERAGE.  ALSO, APPROVE AN AMENDMENT TO THE
PERSONNEL POLICY REGARDING PAID TIME OFF MAXIMUM ACCRUAL:

Mr. Lanford stated that there is a memo and draft of the Cooperative Agreement in the agenda packet.  He reviewed

the memo which is as follows:

As discussed during Fiscal 18 budget preparation, please find an agreement between Alleghany County and
Constitutional Officers structuring uniform pay and personnel policy coverage.

In addition to adoption of the agreement, County staff recommends making the following change to our
Personnel Policy by adjusting Paid Time Off maximum accrual from 120 to 240 hours for Virginia Retirement System
Hybrid Plan employees (employees hired after 01 January 2014), as found in section 5.17.  This would provide equal
accrual across Plan 1, Plan 2, and Hybrid Plan employees.

Should you have any questions prior to our November meeting please call or email.  I will review the agreement
in detail during our regular meeting.

Mr. Lanford added the draft agreement has been negotiated between him and Constitutional Officers over the last

several months and was drafted by the County Attorney office.  He commented that the agreement would have all employees

of Constitutional Officers and County offices under the same Personnel Policy and compensation plan effective January 1, 2018.

He mentioned that all are in agreement and recommend adoption.

On motion of Mr. Garten, seconded by Mr. Nicely, that the following resolution be adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors authorizes Mr. Jonathan A. Lanford, County

Administrator, to sign the agreement entitled “Cooperative Agreement for Uniform Pay and Personnel Policy Coverage” between

Alleghany County and Constitutional Officers effective January 1, 2018.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board approve amending Section 5.17 - Paid Time Off Leave of the Personnel

Policy as follows effective January 1, 2018:

CURRENT:

YEARS OF SERVICE HOURS OF PAID TIME OFF LEAVE
PER MONTH

MAXIMUM ACCUMULATION

0-5 years 10 hours 120 hours

6 to 10 years 12 hours 144 hours

11 to 15 years 14 hours 168 hours

16+ years 16 hours 192 hours

CHANGE TO:

YEARS OF SERVICE HOURS OF PAID TIME OFF LEAVE
PER MONTH

MAXIMUM ACCUMULATION

0-5 years 10 hours 240 hours

6 to 10 years 12 hours 240 hours
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11 to 15 years 14 hours 240 hours

16+ years 16 hours 240 hours

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Yes
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

APPROVE APPLICATION TO THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FY19 REVENUE
SHARING PROGRAM FOR PHASE 5 OF THE JACKSON RIVER SCENIC TRAIL:

Mr. Williams reviewed a memo from him to the Board which is included in the agenda packet.  The memo is as follows:

I am requesting the Board of Supervisors adopt the included required draft resolution for the submittal of a grant
application to the VDOT Revenue Sharing Program in the amount of $954,000 for phase 5 of the Jackson River Scenic
Trail project.  The Revenue Sharing program awards 50% of the project cost.  Other funding sources will be sought
to cover the remaining costs.  Phase 5 is the final phase of the Jackson River Scenic Trail project.  It consists of an
additional 1.6 miles as well as a 1.33 acre trailhead along Cole’s Mountain Road with associated amenities.

There was much discussion on whether or not Phase 5 is located in Bath County (a majority of it is located in Bath

County); who would be maintaining the portion in Bath County (the County would be doing the maintenance); the history of the

acquisition of the easement and trailhead in Bath County; the County’s cost is approximately $1,500 per mile to maintain the

existing section of the trail; the trailhead is large enough for a potential outfitter; the trail is an asset that is one the things that

potential businesses/industries look for to locate in an area (i.e. Deschutes in Roanoke is next to the greenway); if Bath County

has been approached to assist in funding or maintenance as they and The Homestead will benefit greatly from use of the trail

(Bath County gave $2,000 for engineering costs and discussions can be held with them in the future on maintenance costs);

which jurisdiction would be responsible for security of the trail in Bath County (Bath County would be responsible for security

in that section); the intent is to match the VDOT funds with other grant funds with no local money other than the annual

maintenance costs; even if the funds are awarded by VDOT the County does not have to accept if match funds are not found;

the Alleghany Foundation previously denied funding for Phase 5, but we hope they will reconsider matching VDOT funding;

how do other jurisdictions handle maintenance (maintained by jurisdictions and volunteers); etc.

Mr. Griffith asked for a copy of the easement in Bath County.  Mr. Williams replied that he will provide this information.

On motion of Ms. Adcock, seconded by Mrs. Cox, that the following resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors desires to submit an application for an allocation of funds of

up to $954,000 through the Virginia Department of Transportation Fiscal Year 2019, Revenue Sharing Program; and

WHEREAS, $954,000 of these funds are requested to fund the extension of the Jackson River Scenic Trail designated

as Phase 5 from the existing trail near the northern Alleghany/Bath County line to a proposed trailhead located just south of

Route 605; and

WHEREAS, the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors hereby supports this application for an allocation of $954,000

through the Virginia Department of Transportation Fiscal Year 2019 Revenue Sharing Program.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors of the County of Alleghany hereby commits to

fund its local share of preliminary engineering, right-of-way and construction (as applicable) of the project under agreement with

the Virginia Department of Transportation in accordance with the project financial document.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mr. Jonathan A. Lanford, County Administrator, is authorized to execute all

agreements and/or addendums for any approved projects with the Virginia Department of Transportation.
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Adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Yes
James M. Griffith No
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

APPROVE RESOLUTION OF RESPECT FOR MR. WILLIAM “BILL” ZIMMERMAN:

Mr. Bennett stated that a draft Resolution of Respect for Mr. William “Bill” Zimmerman is at each Board seat.  Ms. Adcock read

the draft resolution which is a part of the records of this meeting.

Mr. Bennett commented that he served with Mr. Zimmerman for a long time and there was no doubt that he represented the

City of Covington.

On motion of Ms. Adcock, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the following resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, Mr. William B. “Bill” Zimmerman, Jr., Covington City Council Member and former Vice-Mayor, passed away on

November 6, 2017; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Zimmerman gave unselfishly of his time to the community and the Alleghany Highlands, setting an example

of citizenship throughout his life; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Zimmerman served in numerous capacities to better the Alleghany Highlands, including as Councilman and

former Vice-Mayor of the City of Covington; former Director of the Alleghany Highlands Office on Youth Program; former Diversion

Specialist for Alleghany County and the City of Covington; as well as having served on and volunteered for many other organizations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors, in honor and respect, does hereby

recognize the life of Mr. William B. “Bill” Zimmerman, Jr. for his loyalty, dedication, and service to his community, the County of

Alleghany, and the Alleghany Highlands.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Yes
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Mr. Lanford reviewed a handout placed at each seat which is a part of the records of this meeting.  The report is as follows:

Rosedale Gravity Sewer Replacement

Alleghany County received award of a loan in the amount of $1,092,000 at zero-percent interest for 20 years from DEQ-

Revolving Loan Fund for the replacement of portions of the gravity sewer system serving Rosedale and trunk line along Dunlap Creek

conveying sanitary sewer from Rosedale, Oakwood Forest, and Westwood.  County staff has negotiated easements with all but one

property owner.  We are continuing to work with and address concerns of this property owner and hope to secure the final easement

in short term.  Project schedule calls for bidding and construction during Fiscal 2019 budget.

Wrightsville Comprehensive Planning Grant

County staff submitted a comprehensive planning grant to the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD)

in early October after several community meetings with residents, stakeholders, and Board representatives for the Wrightsville area.

Grant funding will allow for evaluation and plan for revitalization of housing, infrastructure, and multi-modal transportation options in

Wrightsville and adjacent Exit 16 area.
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Public Safety Radio Project

County staff originally planned to present final contract with Harris at our November meeting.  While the Harris negotiations are

complete, we have delayed bringing the contract to you until we finalize interlocal agreement negotiations with Rockbridge and

Covington for our proposed regional system.  Goal is to present at your December meeting.

Investment/Revenue Sharing with City of Covington

We will interview engineering firms next Tuesday for the purpose of identifying the top-ranked site for our region to invest for

the purpose of economic development.  Engineering effort is being funded by Building Collaborative Communities grant administered

by DHCD.

Mr. Lanford added to his report that County staff is assisting Jackson River Enterprises in screening some of their facility.  He

also mentioned that the Board needs to think about a replacement for Ms. Adcock on the AHEDC.  He commented that this will be

on the December agenda.  

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS (INQUIRIES/REPORTS):

Miscellaneous

Mr. Griffith thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and for voting yesterday.

Mr. Shull thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  He thanked everyone for voting for him and signing his petition as it is

a pleasure to serve.  He commented that the Board works well together.  He mentioned that he received an email that said he was

elected because he could be trusted which is a wonderful thing.  He stated that he will continue to serve as he has in the past.

Mr. Nicely, Mrs. Cox, and Ms. Adcock congratulated Mr. Shull and Ms. Joan Vannorsdall for winning in their districts.

Ms. Adcock stated that she will be attending the VACo Health and Human Services Committee meeting on Sunday.

Mr. Garten wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.  He commented that he is looking forward to working with Ms. Vannorsdall

and thanked Ms. Adcock for all she has done on the Board.

Mr. Bennett commented that he told Ms. Vannorsdall that he would put a dollar in a jar for every time he mispronounces her

name.  He mentioned that he left a message for Mr. Jared Jenkins that he appreciates his efforts in running for the Board seat.  He

stated that Covington will miss Mr. Zimmerman.

ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Mr. Nicely, seconded by Mr. Griffith, that the meeting be adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  Motion carried. 

                                                                                     
Stephen A. Bennett

Chairman


